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The Goal
• Prepare a 12-page, argument-driven 
research paper based on primary sources 
and four pre-selected secondary sources
Sources
• Primary sources in the form of Collegio articles 
from the early 1940s
 “Bond Sale Exceeds All Expectations; Total 
$17,136.45,” April 21, 1943.
 “Third KSTC Letter Goes to 900 Alumni in 
Armed Forces,” April 26, 1944.
 “V-E Day Brings Joy to KSTC,” 
May 9, 1945.
The Headlines
Sources
• Secondary Sources
 Roberts, Randy, and Shannon 
Phillips.  Pittsburg State 
University:  A Photographic 
History of the First 100 Years.  
Lawrence:  University Press of 
Kansas, 2009
The Argument
• THESIS: College students’ ability to identify and respond to a 
problem, as well as unify under a solution, creates a sense of 
patriotism that makes the demographic essential during periods of 
rapid political change.
• CASE STUDY: KSTC students identified and responded to World War 
II, as well as resolved to support their country in its time of need.
The Evidence
• Bond drives
• WINS, WAVES, and more
• “Buy a Jeep” Campaign
• Book drive for PoWs
• Navy Day and the V-12
Service and Gold Star 
Honor Rolls
• 2,300 students in the 
service; 51 named to the 
Gold Star Honor Roll 
The Conclusion
• Therefore, it can be seen that the 
college student’s ability to 
identity and respond to a 
problem, as demonstrated in 
their actions during World War 
II, can have massive effects on 
national, or even international, 
affairs, and create a sense of 
unity and patriotism that is 
essential during times of crisis.
Photo at Iwo Jima published 
March 14, 1945
Bibliography
• Collegio.  Pittsburg, KS, December 1941-December 1945.
• Clark, Daniel A. ""The Two Joes Meet. Joe College, Joe Veteran": The G. I. Bill, College Education, and Postwar American Culture." History of 
Education Quarterly 38, no. 2 (Summer 1998): 165-89.
Clark explores the effects of the GI Bill on the role of education in post-World War II culture.  He investigates the underlying cultural 
values that changed how society viewed college students, as well as explains how the GI Bill was a catalyst for the prevailing 
association of a college education with the middle class, a drastic change in thinking from the pre-war years. 
• Cohen, Sol. "The Industrial Education Movement, 1906-17." American Quarterly 20, no. 1 (Spring 1968): 95-110.
Sol Cohen describes the Industrial Education Movement and its effects on the educational system in America.  He weighs the different 
viewpoints held by proponents of an industrial education and argues that the movement ended the idea that America’s children were fit 
for academically-focused schoolwork.
• Roberts, Randy, and Shannon Phillips.  Pittsburg State University:  A Photographic History of the First 100 Years.  Lawrence: University Press 
of Kansas, 2009.
Roberts’ and Phillips’s book describes the history of Pittsburg State from its inception to the present.  It includes the history behind 
traditions such as Apple Day and Homecoming and explains the roles of prominent figures at PSU.  The book also includes numerous 
photographs to provide visual references to life at PSU throughout its history.
• Rury, John L. "Vocationalism for Home and Work: Women's Education in the United States." History of Education Quarterly 24, no. 1 (Spring 
1984): 21-44.
Rury explores the role of women in education during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  As education became more industrialized 
and vocationallyfocused due an increasingly industrialized economy, women’s education changed.  He describes the arrival of home 
economics and the establishment of homemaker as a viable career choice, as well as the association of gender with certain education 
types, like manual and commercial.  Rury concludes by saying that the focus on providing an appropriate vocational education based on 
career prospects between genders further perpetuated sexually-differentiated classrooms and careers.  
